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Due to a processing error, numerous errors appeared
in the article. The corrections are as follows:

Under the heading Introduction, the Wrst sentence
should read:

By blocking the synthesis of mevalonate, lovastatin
inhibits cholesterol biosynthesis (Fig. 1).

Under the heading Methods, the Wrst sentence
should read:

Adults (age > 18) with a histological diagnosis of
malignancy and without an available life-prolonging
therapy for that malignancy were eligible for the trial.

The legends to Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4 should read as
below:

Fig. 1 The isoprenoid biosynthetic pathway. Lova-
statin inhibits HMGR, the rate-limiting step in the iso-
prenoid biosynthetic pathway, leading to inhibition of
cholesterol synthesis. In addition, depletion of mevalo-
nate also results in depletion of FPP and GGPP,

thereby preventing protein farnesylation and geranyl-
geranylation, catalyzed by the enzymes farnesyl pro-
tein transferase (FPTase) and geranylgeranyl protein
transferases (GGPTase), respectively

Fig. 2 Comparison of peak plasma lovastatin bioac-
tivities versus lovastatin dose. Peak plasma lovastatin
bioactivities Cmax (0–96) were measured by comparing
the level of HMGR inhibition in the samples to a set
of lovastatin standards as described in the Methods
section

Fig. 3 Examples of changes in plasma lovastatin bio-
activity levels over time with diVerent doses of lova-
statin in four diVerent subjects. Serial samples were
obtained throughout the 96-h treatment period during
the Wrst cycle. Plasma lovastatin bioactivity levels were
determined as described in the Methods section

Fig. 4 Comparison of changes in cholesterol levels
with lovastatin dosing (a) or peak lovastatin bioactivity
levels (b). Plasma cholesterol levels at the end of the
96-h lovastatin treatment period are expressed as a
percent of the control levels obtained prior to initiation
of therapy

In the Results section, the Wrst paragraph under the
heading “Plasma lovastatin bioactivity”, the Wgure cita-
tions are wrong. Fig. 1 should read Fig. 2 and Fig. 2
should be Fig. 3.

In the Results section, the Wrst paragraph under the
heading “Plasma cholesterol levels”, the Wgure cita-
tions are wrong. Fig. 3a should read Fig. 4a and Fig. 3b
should be Fig. 4b.

In the Discussion section the Wgure citations are
wrong. Fig. 3 should read Fig. 4 and Fig. 1 should be
Fig. 2.

Reference 29 has now been published: Leuk Res
29:527.

The online version of the original article can be found at 
http://dx.doi.org//10.1007/s00280-005-0013-8.
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